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HABS COEN. 24

LYDIA SIGOURNEY HOUSE

| HARTFORD, HARTFORD COUNTY, CONMECTICUT

Owmers City of Hartford, HafﬁfOrd, Commecticut
Date of Brsetion: 1820
Architect and Builder: Charles 3igourney
Present Condition; Very poors In way of modern developmente
Hudher of 3Stories: Three stories and attic
Materials of Construchion: Briclk walls
stone Joundabions
¥Flat roof covered with tin

Other Existing Records: Colonial Dames Series: "0ld Houses

of Connecticut"s

Iist of Phobographs:
1, Scutheast Elevation

Ze Southwest Blevasiion
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LYDIA SIGOURNEY HOUSE
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

Charles Sigourney built this house in 1820. He was born in Boston
in 1778. His father, a Boston merchant, had him educated in Hampstead,
England, after which he was in his father's office until he came to
Hartford in 1799 =snd opened s hardware store. J¥n 1821 he was chosen the
second president of the Phoenix Bank.

He was instrumental in the founding of Washingbon College, now
Trinity College. In 1819 he married Lydie Huntley who published her
first book "Moral Pieces in Prose and Verse®™ which was followed by near-
1y sixty volumes, selections from which were reprinted in Bnglend in
1848, under the name of the "Coronsl".

Mrg. Sigourney in her "Letters of Life" gives a description of the
house: "Facing the east, its stately columms caught the first rays of
the rising sun as they unveiled, like a picture, the city stretching at
its feet. The interior, with its lofty ceilings, marble mantelpieces,
folding doors and windows reaching to the floor, had a patrician aspsct,
more noticeable half a century since then now, when such sppendages are
comion, It wes environed by an extensive lawn, whose curving gravel
walks were adorned with shrubbery and spacious gerdens, one of which
stretched towards to the fair river that girdled the domain from which
it was protected by a mursl parapet. A long line of buildings stretched
in the rear of the mansion, unmarked by ornament, yet of pleasing archi-
tectural proportion, the classic taste of my lmsband being obwious in
the slightest detsils, every part of this esteblishment from the basement
to the capitsls of the cmlumnsg, having been executed after a model drawn
by himself. Having been so thoughtful of comfort &8 to wish the coolness
of an abode in summer not invaded by the fumes and odors of culinary
preparation, he erected a wing which contained a large secondary kitchen,
which having slso every convenience for a leundry, was constantly used
for that purpese. There was 2l1so a fine room for z dairy, and chamber
for the shelter of any wayfaring man who might wish to tarry for the
nig bl

With the exception of President Washington and President Polk, every
president of the United States called upon Mre. Sigourney, She died
in 1865, eleven years after her isband.

The Sigourney property was purchased in 1836 by Daniel Buck for
$2,200; in 1838, Mr. Buck sold the property to Julius Catlin. The
house was leased hy the City of Hartford in 1809 for school purposes.

The model from which the house was bullt is still in he possession
of one of Mr. Catlin?’s descendants. Many of itc best features were cho-
sen and used in the design for the Connecticut House at the Louisiana
Purchase Exposition at St. Louis.
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